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Interest level: 6-9 Reading age: 7-9  

Tom Angleberger & Cece Bell, Inspector Flytrap  

Welcome to Inspector Flytraps Detective Agency, home to the world-

renowned solver of BIG DEAL mysteries. Inspector Flytrap, a Venus 

flytrap, works tirelessly with his assistant Nina the Goat, a goat, on his 

communitys unsolved cases. Theres no case too big, but there are 

definitely cases too small for this endearingly self-important plant 

detective  

Guy Bass & Lee Robinson, Spynosaur  

Spynosaur is secret agency Department 6's not-so-secret weapon. Created by mysterious 

science rays, Spynosaur has the mind of a super spy and the body of a dinosaur. Dedicated to 

protecting the world from criminal masterminds, this prehistoric powerhouse dishes out 

enemies. But when he and his sidekick daughter Amber are sent to rescue a captured fellow 

agent, Spynosaur becomes embroiled in a plot to frame him  

Interest level: 6-10 Reading age: 7-9  

Adrian Edmondson & Danny Noble, Tilly and the Time Machine  

When Tilly's dad builds a time machine in the shed there's only one place she really wants to 

go: back to her sixth birthday party, when she ate too many cupcakes and her mummy was still 

here. But then something goes wrong! Tilly's dad gets stuck in the past and only she can save 

him . . . Will they make it back in time for tea? 

 

Interest level: 7-11 Reading age: 8-10   

Scott Allen & Sarah Horne, Llama United  

What happens when eleven llamas unknowingly eat the ashes of one of 

the greatest footballers of all time? They become brilliant at football, of 

course!  

Clare Balding & Tony Ross, The Racehorse Who Wouldn't Gallop  

Charlie Bass is a horse-mad nine-year-old who dreams of owning her own pony. So when her 

eccentric parents announce that they are going to buy a racehorse, she is thrilled. The horse 

they buy, Noble Warrior, looks the part - strong, fit and healthy. There's just one problem - he 

won't gallop.  
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Jon Blake & Martin Chatterton, Thimble Monkey Superstar 

Jams is homeschooled by his eccentric father while his mother works. He has no friends. One 

day their neighbours arrive with a monkey and ask, 'Will you look after our hamster?' They run 

away, abandoning Thimble. Jams and his Mum love Thimble instantly, but Jams' father doesn't 

like someone upsetting his routine  

Sally Gardner, Fairy Detective Agency: Operation Bunny: Emily Vole made headline news in 

the first weeks of her life, when she was found in an abandoned hatbox in Stansted Airport. 

Then, only a few years later, her neighbour Mrs String dies leaving Emily a mysterious 

inheritance: an old shop, a small bunch of golden keys and a cat called Fidget. 

Swapna Haddow & Sheena Dempsey, Dave Pigeon 

 If you're a cat and you've learnt Pigeonese. (HA HA HA! As if a cat would be 

smart enough to learn Pigeonese). This must mean if you are a cat and you are 

able to read this, you have taken a pigeon hostage so that you can trick them 

into translating the Pigeonese words into Meow. I demand you release the 

hostage pigeon now. My book contains TOP SECRET ideas that are NONE of a 

cat's business. Dave Pigeon is writing a book on how he defeated Mean Cat in 

order to help fellow pigeons everywhere. Cats beware!  

Gareth P Jones & Steve May, Pet Defenders of the Earth: Attack of the Alien Dung : Biskit 

works alone. So when the unruly Pet Defenders canine agent is teamed up with Mitzy - a rookie 

and, even worse, a cat - he's not happy. Can Biskit put his ego aside and join forces with Mitzy 

to save the world from an alien attack of terrifying proportions? 

A.L. Kennedy & Gemma Correll, Uncle Shawn and Bill and the Almost 

Entirely Unplanned Adventure 

Badger Bill needs rescuing. He's been kidnapped by two nasty sisters who are 

about to make him fight a boxing match against three even nastier dogs. The 

four most depressed llamas in the history of llamas need rescuing too. They 

are about to be turned into llama pies. But never fear - Uncle Shawn is here! 

He loves rescuing things. He has a rescuing plan, which involves dancing, and 

a mole, and an electric fence. What could possibly go wrong?  

Kara LaReau & Jen Hill, The Unintentional Adventures of the Bland Sisters  Meet Jaundice 

and Kale Bland, two sisters who avoid excitement at any cost. Together, they patiently await the 

return of their parents, who left on an errand years ago and have never returned. One day, the 

Bland sisters are kidnapped by an all-female band of pirates. They’re unwillingly swept into a 

high-seas romp that might just lead to solving the mystery of what happened to their parents.  

S Martineau, FACTS. 'Facts' is a collection of curiosities for curious kids, covering nature, 

science, technology, history and much more  

Helen Peters & Ellie Snowdon, A Piglet Called Truffle 

Maya's dad is a farmer, and her mum is a large-animal vet, so Maya spends a lot of time caring 
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for animals and keeping them out of trouble. Unfortunately, this often means she gets into hot 

water herself. Maya rescues a tiny little piglet from certain death. But Maya's parents don't 

believe in farm animals being pets and insist that Truffle must be sold as soon as she's big 

enough.  

Mark Powers & Tim Wesson, Spy Toys 

The world's leading toy manufacturer makes playthings for the rich and famous, and every toy 

they create contains a tiny computerised brain and a unique personality. These toys are 

seriously awesome! But every so often there's a faulty toy! Dan is a Snugliffic Cuddlestar bear - 

he should be perfect for hugging. But because of a faulty chip, Dan is so strong he could crush 

a car.  

Dave Shelton, Good Dog, Bad Dog: Double Identity  

Bergmann and McBoo are pedigree police: the finest canine cops in all 

Muttropolis. And they're never short of work - the city is heaving with wise-

guy crooks and low-down mongrels who would sell their own mother for a 

bone. Criminals beware - the law is on your tail!  

Harriet Whitehorn & Becka Moor, Violet and the Pearl of the Orient  

Meet Violet Remy-Robinson, an amateur Sherlock Holmes in the making... 

When a new family move in next door, Violet is sure there's something 

strange about them. Then her eccentric, but lovely neighbour, Dee Dee Derota, has a precious 

jewel stolen. Could the new family be to blame? Violet is on the case to uncover the truth…  

Interest level: 7-12 Reading age: 7-9   

Meg Rosoff & Grace Easton, Good Dog McTavish  

The Peachey family is in crisis. No one cooks dinner, no one picks up the dirty washing and 

thekids are always late for school. All because Mum has resigned from being Mum and taken up 

yogainstead. She's in the tree pose; everyone else is in the doghouse. Except McTavish, a 

rescue dog witha difference, on a mission to sort his new family out...  

Interest level: 7-12 Reading age: 8-10   

Andy Seed & Sarah Horne, National Trust: Ned the Nature Nut's Nutty Nature Facts and 

Jokes. This nutty, nature joke book is full of side-splittingly hilarious jokes and fascinating facts 

based on nature. Full of green-fingered giggles and wildlife witticisms, as well as incredible facts 

about nature, Ned the Nature Nut will turn you into a nature nut too!  

Interest level: 8-12 Reading age: 8-10   

Emily Krieger, Real or Fake?  

Can you tell the truth from a tall tale? Spot a phony photo a mile away? Figure 

out a fib in five seconds flat? Put your amateur detective skills to work in this 

fun and wacky book.  
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Interest level: 8-12 Reading age: 9-11  

Stephanie Burgis, The Dragon with a Chocolate Heart  

Aventurine is the fiercest, bravest kind of dragon, and she's ready to prove it to her family by 

leaving the safety of their mountain cave and capturing the most dangerous prey of all: a 

human. But when the human she captures tricks her into drinking enchanted hot chocolate, she 

finds herself transformed into a puny human girl with tiny blunt teeth, no fire, and not one single 

claw. She's still the fiercest creature in these mountains though - and now she's found her true 

passion: chocolate!  

 Elizabeth Eulberg & Matt Robertson, The Great Shelby Holmes Girl 

Detective  

 Shelby Holmes is not your average nine-year-old. For one, she happens to 

be the best detective her neighbourhood has ever seen, using her uncanny 

analytical mind and sassy attitude to solve crimes which stump even the 

police department. But when eleven-year-old John Watson moves in to her 

block of flats, Shelby finds a solution to the one puzzle that's eluded her up 

until now: friendship  

Sam Gayton & Peter Cottrill, His Royal Whiskers  

Something bad has happened to Prince Alexander, the only heir to the mighty Petrossian 

Empire. Something worse than kidnapping. Something worse than murder. Somehow, the 

Prince has been miraculously transformed into a fluffy-wuffy kitten. Why has this terrible 

catastrophe happened? Who are the boy and girl brewing secret potions down in the palace 

kitchens? And how are they possibly going to avoid getting their heads chopped off?  

 Julia Green, The Wilderness War  

A summer spent in the place Noah and his friends call the Wilderness, is a summer spent 

making dens, sleeping under the stars, and toasting marshmallows over an open fire. It's 

freedom. Until one day their Wilderness is sold and set for development and their dens torn 

down to make way for houses. For Noah and his friends this means war and they'll do anything 

to stop the Wilderness being destroyed  

 Lene Kaaberbøl & Rohan Eason, Wildwitch: Wildfire 

Clara is a normal 12-year-old girl, until a scary encounter with an unusually large black cat 

changes her life for ever. With the help of her Aunt Isa, she is introduced to her astounding true 

nature - as a Wildwitch, she can learn to communicate with animals, and harness the magical 

power of the natural world around her.  

 Nick Mohammed, The Young Magicians and the Thieves' Almanac  

On a London street, four unlikely friends stand before the astonishingly ordinary-looking blue 

door of the Magic Circle . . . Join these young magicians as they step inside the world-famous 

conjuring club in an adventure that may or may not involve the search for a secret book, a set of 
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impossible crimes and . . . oh, yes - a flock of very confused pigeons.  

Interest level: 8-13 Reading age: 8-10   

Martin Brown, Lesser Spotted Animals  

Bison are banned and tigers are taboo. Say goodbye to the gnu, cheerio 

to the cheetah and poo poo to the panda. The world of lesser spotted 

animals starts here! Discover the brilliant beasts you never knew you 

needed to know about - from the numbat to the zorilla and everything in 

between  

Interest level: 9-12 Reading age: 8-10  

Guy Bass & Steve May, Aidan Abet, Teacher’s Pet 

Aidan Abet knows the key to surviving at school - it's making himself indispensable to the 

teacher. Unfortunately there's something distinctly odd about new teacher Miss Vowel and her 

menagerie of animals. It almost seems that the animals are warning Aidan of danger. Should 

Aidan help the animals, or is his dedication to teacher-pleasing just too ingrained?  

Interest level: 9-12 Reading age: 10-12  

Lauren St John, Laura Marlin Mysteries: Kidnap in the Caribbean  

Laura cannot contain her excitement when she wins a trip to the Caribbean for herself and her 

uncle, Calvin Redfern, especially when Tariq, and Skye, accidentally find themselves on board 

too. But when they dock at Antigua, they discover that Calvin has vanished, and Laura and 

Tariq are about to be kidnapped by the fearsome Straight A gang  

Interest level: 9-13 Reading age: 10-12  

Jeanine Beacham, Black Cats and Butlers  

When Rose Raventhorpe's beloved butler is found (gasp!) murdered in the hallway of her own 

house, she's determined to uncover the culprit. Especially since he's the third butler to die in a 

week! Rose's investigation leads her on a journey into a hidden world of grave robbers and 

duelling butlers, flamboyant magicians and the city's ancient feline guardians. 

Paul Gamble, The Ministry of Strange, Unusual and Impossible Things  

A novel full of adventure, hilarity, heroism and ...pirates, The Ministry of SUITs tells the story of 

a secret Ministry hidden away in the far reaches of the Ulster Museum in Belfast. It deals with all 

the strange, unusual and impossible things in the world, the things we don't want to have to 

think about or deal with as perfectly-normal-thank-you-very-much people:  
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Gareth Jones.P, The Thornthwaite Betrayal  

After a lifetime of plotting each other's demise, orphan twins Lorelli and Ovid Thornthwaite have 

reached an uneasy truce. No longer trying to kill each other, they are living a quieter life in the 

remains of the burnt-out Thornthwaite Manor. It's not long, though, before some peculiar 'near 

accidents' begin to take place and the twins begin to wonder - is someone else trying to bump 

them off?  

Jane Kerr, The Elephant Thief 

When pickpocket Danny accidentally bids for Maharajah the elephant at an Edinburgh auction, 

he's swept up on an unforgettable journey. His new employer, a zookeeper, transforms Danny 

into a bejewelled Indian prince. As he rides Maharajah from Scotland to his new home in 

England, even Queen Victoria follows their journey with delight. But a rival zookeeper wagers on 

their failure, and soon Danny's shady connections threaten to overturn the 

mission ...  

M.G. Leonard & Karl  Mountford, Beetle Queen 

Cruel beetle fashionista, Lucretia Cutter, is at large with her yellow ladybird 

spies. When Darkus, Virginia and Bertolt discover further evidence of her evil, 

they're determined to stop her. But the three friends are in trouble. Darkus' dad 

has forbidden them to investigate any further - and Lucretia's disgusting 

crooks, Humphrey and Pickering, are out of prison. Hope rests on Novak, 

Lucretia's daughter and a Hollywood actress, but the beetle diva is always one 

scuttle ahead ...  

 

Interest level: 10-12 Reading age: 9-12  

Jennifer Killick & Heath McKenzie, Alex Sparrow and the Really Big Stink 

Alex Sparrow is a super-agent in training. He is also a human lie-detector. Working with Jess - 

who can communicate with animals - they must find out why their friends, and enemies, are all 

changing into polite and well behaved pupils  

Melissa Savage, Bigfoot, Tobin and Me 

Lemonade's mother named her for her favourite saying: When life gives you lemons, make 

lemonade. But now her mum's dead. After relocating to her grandpa's place in Bigfoot-obsessed 

Willow Creek, Lem meets Tobin. Quirky and determined, he's the CEO of Bigfoot Detectives, 

Inc. and sole investigator for the town. Lem is reluctantly enlisted as his assistant. Together, 

they try to capture a shot of the elusive beast on film, but what they find is even more amazing.  


