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Martin Amis Money This is the story of John Self, consumer extraordinaire. Rolling around New York and 
London, he makes deals, spends wildly and does reckless movie-world business, all the 
while grabbing everything he can to sate his massive appetites. Ceaselessly inventive and 
thrillingly savage, this is a tale of life lived without restraint; of money, the terrible things it 
can do and the disasters it can precipitate. 

Margaret Atwood The handmaid’s tale The Republic of Gilead offers Offred only one function: to breed. If she deviates, she will, 
like dissenters, be hanged at the wall or sent out to die slowly of radiation sickness. But 
even a repressive state cannot obliterate desire - neither Offred's nor that of the two men 
on which her future hangs. Brilliantly conceived and executed, this powerful evocation of 
twenty-first century America gives full rein to Margaret Atwood's devastating irony, wit and 
astute perception. 

Iain Banks The wasp factory Frank - no ordinary sixteen-year-old - lives with his father outside a remote Scottish village. 
Their life is, to say the least, unconventional. Frank's mother abandoned them years ago: 
his elder brother Eric is confined to a psychiatric hospital; and his father measures out his 
eccentricities on an imperial scale. Frank has turned to strange acts of violence to vent his 
frustrations. In the bizarre daily rituals there is some solace. But when news comes of 
Eric's escape from the hospital Frank has to prepare the ground for his brother's inevitable 
return - an event that explodes the mysteries of the past and changes Frank utterly. 

Shirley Conran Lace Four women, Judy, Kate, Pagan and Maxine, are summoned to a New York apartment 
where they are asked which one of them is the mother of the host. As they unlock the past, 
the women remember the things that tie them together. 

Roald Dahl The BFG Eight-year-old Sophie is in for the adventure of a lifetime when she meets the Big Friendly 
Giant. Naturally scared at first, the young girl soon realizes that the 24-foot giant is actually 
quite gentle and charming. As their friendship grows, Sophie's presence attracts the 
unwanted attention of Bloodbottler, Fleshlumpeater and other giants. After traveling to 
London, Sophie and the BFG must convince Queen Victoria to help them get rid of all the 
bad giants once and for all. 

Ken Follett Pillars of the earth This epic novel chronicles the story of Philip, prior of Kingsbridge, a devout and resourceful 
monk driven to build the greatest Gothic cathedral the world has known; of Tom, the 
mason who becomes his architect - a man divided in his soul; of the beautiful, elusive Lady 
Aliena, haunted by a secret shame; and of a struggle between good and evil that will turn 
church against state, brother against brother.  
 

Kazuo Ishiguro The remains of the day In the summer of 1956, Stevens, the ageing butler of Darlington Hall, embarks on a 



Additional Reading List 
1980s 

leisurely holiday that will take him deep into the English countryside and into his past... A 
contemporary classic, The Remains of the Day is Kazuo Ishiguro's beautiful and haunting 
evocation of life between the wars in a Great English House, of lost causes and lost love. 

Stephen King Misery Paul Sheldon is a bestselling novelist who has finally met his biggest fan. Her name is 
Annie Wilkes and she is more than a rabid reader - she is Paul's nurse, tending his 
shattered body after an automobile accident. But she is also his captor, keeping him 
prisoner in her isolated house. 

Robert Ludlum The Bourne identity Who is Jason Bourne? Is he an assassin, a terrorist, a thief? Why has he got four million 
dollars in a Swiss bank account? Why has someone tried to murder him?... Jason Bourne 
does not know the answer to any of these questions. Suffering from amnesia, he does not 
even know that he is Jason Bourne. What manner of man is he? What are his secrets? 
Who has he killed? 

George Orwell Nineteen eighty-four Hidden away in the Record Department of the sprawling Ministry of Truth, Winston Smith 
skilfully rewrites the past to suit the needs of the Party. Yet he inwardly rebels against the 
totalitarian world he lives in, which demands absolute obedience and controls him through 
the all-seeing telescreens and the watchful eye of Big Brother, symbolic head of the Party. 
In his longing for truth and liberty, Smith begins a secret love affair with a fellow-worker 
Julia, but soon discovers the true price of freedom is betrayal. 

Rosamund Pilcher The shell seekers Artist's daughter Penelope Keeling can look back on a full and varied life: a Bohemian 
childhood in London and Cornwall, an unhappy wartime marriage, and the one man she 
truly loved. She has brought up three children - and learned to accept them as they are. 
Yet she is far too energetic and independent to settle sweetly into pensioned-off old-age. 
And when she discovers that her most treasured possession, her father's painting, The 
Shell Seekers, is now worth a small fortune, it is Penelope who must make the decisions 
that will determine whether her family can continue to survive as a family, or be split apart. 

Terry Pratchett Mort In this, the 4th Discworld novel, Death comes to Mort with an offer he can't refuse -- 
especially since being, well, dead isn't compulsory. As Death's apprentice, he'll have free 
board and lodging, use of the company horse, and he won't need time off for family 
funerals. The position is everything Mort thought he'd ever wanted, until he discovers that 
this perfect job can be a killer on his love life. 

Salman Rushdie Midnight’s children Born at the stroke of midnight at the exact moment of India's independence, Saleem Sinai 
is a special child. However, this coincidence of birth has consequences he is not prepared 
for: telepathic powers connect him with 1,000 other 'midnight's children' all of whom are 
endowed with unusual gifts. Inextricably linked to his nation, Saleem's story is a whirlwind 
of disasters and triumphs that mirrors the course of modern India at its most impossible 
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and glorious. 

Sue Townsend The secret diary of Adrian 
Mole, aged 13 ¾  

Meet Adrian Mole, a hapless teenager providing an unabashed, pimples-and-all glimpse 
into adolescent life. Writing candidly about his parents' marital troubles, the dog, his life as 
a tortured poet and 'misunderstood intellectual', Adrian's painfully honest diary is still 
hilarious and compelling reading thirty years after it first appeared. 

Alice Walker The Color purple Set in the deep American South between the wars, THE COLOR PURPLE is the classic 
tale of Celie, a young black girl born into poverty and segregation. Raped repeatedly by 
the man she calls 'father', she has two children taken away from her, is separated from her 
beloved sister Nettie and is trapped into an ugly marriage. But then she meets the 
glamorous Shug Avery, singer and magic-maker - a woman who has taken charge of her 
own destiny. Gradually Celie discovers the power and joy of her own spirit, freeing her 
from her past and reuniting her with those she loves. 

Tom Wolfe Bonfire of the vanities Sherman McCoy is a WASP, bond trader and self-appointed 'Master of the Universe'. He 
has a fashionable wife, a Park Avenue apartment and a Southern mistress. His 
spectacular fall begins the moment he is involved in a hit-and-run accident in the Bronx. 
Prosecutors, newspaper hacks, politicians and clergy close in on him, determined to bring 
him down. The Bonfire of the Vanities is a caustic satire on the money-feverish Eighties.  

   


