
 

Danny Wallace Hamish and the worldstoppers ~ What would YOU do...if the 

whole world just stopped? Yes the WHOLE WORLD. Birds 

in the air. Planes in the sky. And every single person on 

the planet - except you! Because that's what keeps 

happening to ten-year-old Hamish Ellerby. And it's 

being caused by The WorldStoppers and their 

terrifying friends The Terribles! They have a PLAN! 

They want to take our world for their own ...Oh, 

and they hate children. Especially if you're a 

child who knows about them. Hang on - You 

know now, don't you? Oh dear. Can Hamish 

save us from the WorldStoppers? Only time 

will tell!  

 

 

 

Suitable ages  10+  

Joanna Nadin Joe all alone ~ When thirteen-year-old Joe is left behind in Peckham 

while his mum flies to Spain on holiday, he decides to treat it as an adventure, 

and a welcome break from Dean, her latest boyfriend. Joe begins to explore his 

neighbourhood, making a tentative friendship with Asha, a fellow fugitive hiding 

out at her grandfather's flat. But when the food and money run out, his mum 

doesn't come home, and the local thugs catch up with him, Joe realises time is 

running out too, and makes a decision that will change his life forever. 
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Suitable ages 7+  

Andy Griffiths The 13 storey treehouse ~Andy and Terry live in the WORLD'S 

BEST treehouse! Just watch out for the sea monkeys, and the monkeys 

pretending to be sea monkeys, and the giant mutant mermaid sea 

monster ...Oh, and, whatever you do, don't get trapped in a burp-gas-filled 

bubble ...!  

Steve Hartley The world's windiest baby ~ Like many young boys, Danny 

dreams of making it into the record books. Eternally optimistic, he writes to 

Mr Bibby, Keeper of the Records, with hilarious accounts of his chaotic 

endeavours.  

Chris Higgins  My funny family saves the day ~ Mattie thinks her Worry Lists 

are over now that the Butterfields have won the lottery! But when the council 

threatens to close Mattie's school because there aren't enough children to go 

there her worries seem bigger than ever. Can the Butterfields save the day 

and keep the school open?  

There are tonnes of books to read over the summer, but 

here are a few suggestions from our special Summer 

Reading Challenge collection. 



 

Barry Hutchison The shark-headed bear thing ~

 In an alternate 15th century, where 

dragons roam, sailing ships transform into 

submarines, and blacksmiths build steampunk 

robots, ten-year-old orphan Benjamin Blank 

battles monsters, rescues maidens and 

discovers fantastic new lands, but never quite 

manages to get his homework handed in on 

time.  

Gareth P Jones The leaky battery sets sail ~ 

Wanted: Dead or Alive! (Or smashed into little 

bits and delivered in boxes.) Causing chaos 

wherever they sail, the robotic Steampunk 

Pirates are roaming the high seas, hunting for gold! But the evil Iron Duke has 

other ideas...He's determined to capture the pirates in return for a handsome 

reward from the King. Can the mechanical marauders stay one wave ahead of 

their enemy?  

Archie Kimpton The porridge of knowledge ~ Magic gloop, evil baddies and a 

ridiculous amount of food abound in this super-silly story.  

Alan MacDonald Superhero School: The revenge of the green meanie ~ Stan 

Button had always dreamed of becoming a superhero. Then one day a letter 

arrives inviting him for an interview at the mysterious Mighty High School. To 

his amazement, Stan is offered a place - starting immediately... truly brilliant 

comic-book style fun.  

Dav Pilkey The adventures of Captain Underpants ~ George and Harold create 

the greatest super-hero in their school's history and now they're about to 

bring him to life. Meet Captain Underpants. His identity is so secret, even he 

doesn't know who he is.   

Philip Reeve Cakes in space ~ Astra's ship is in trouble. There's 

something very sinister lurking in the canteen.  A cakey 

monstrosity on the war path. And then there's the Poglites - 

a space salvage crew who have invaded the ship in their 

quest for spoonage! Astra and her robot friend Pilbeam are 

Ross Montgomery Tornado Chasers ~ When Owen Underwood's family move to 

Barrow, it's because there's nowhere safer in the Valleys - and safety is very 

important. Especially when the threat of tornadoes, and giant bears, is constant. 

But in Barrow, safety is taken to extremes. Children have to wear bright yellow at 

all times and are never allowed outside except to go to school. How can Owen 

face an entire summer of that? In secret, Owen and his friends form the Tornado 

Chasers. Their mission: to get as close to a Grade 5 tornado as possible. It's time 

for them to face their fears! And then...And 

then...  

David O'Doherty Danger is everywhere: A 

Handbook for avoiding danger ~ This book lets 

you know exactly how to avoid all sorts of 

dangers of the most unlikely kind.  It is a 

brilliantly funny handbook that will have boys 

and girls with enquiring minds completely 

hooked. Dangerologist Doctor Noel Zone 

shares his danger notebooks with all comers! A 

great believer that risks are everywhere his attitude to 

dangers of all kinds - even the most extreme ones - is hilarious. Whatever the risk 

and whatever the danger, Chris Judge illustrates them all brilliantly.  

James Patterson Kenny Wright; superhero ~ Kenny Wright is a sixth grade 

'Grandma's Boy' in a tough inner city school, struggling with bullies, schoolwork 

and keeping his detentions secret from his 'G-ma'. Though in his active 

imagination he's a world-famous superhero, Stainlezz Steel, who fights crime, 

saves lives and rescues helpless animals. But now Kenny's neighbourhood need 

him - can he step up in his real life and help his 'G-ma' save the best School 

Principal he's ever had?  

Gerard Siggins Rugby spirit ~ Ok, lads, you have everything you need to win this 

game. So go out and do it ,' said the coach. Eoin's not sure if it will be so easy! 

He's just started a new school ...and a new sport. Everyone at school is mad about 

rugby, but Eoin hasn't even held a rugby ball before! With new rules to learn, new 

friends to make and new teachers to get a handle on, he really doesn't need to 

have Richie Duffy, the resident bully, picking him out as his latest target! And just 

who is this guy, Brian, who looks so out-of-date, but gives great rugby advice?

  



super-whizzy Skyriders instead. And no one has a cauldron anymore, just a 

cupboard full of Potions2Go. Flo Skritchett lives with her mother, the editor-

in-chief of celebrity and Lifestyle magazine, Hocus Pocus, and her witchteen 

sister. All is well, until her grandmother flies in to town and warns them that 

Witchworld is in danger from a Ghoul Attack! No one believes her - after all, 

Ghouls died out years ago and she still rides around on a broomstick, for 

goodness' sake!  

Martyn Ford The Imagination Box ~ There is a box. Anything you imagine will 

appear inside. You have one go, one chance to create anything you want. 

What would you pick?  

Alan Gibbons The Number 7 shirt ~ Jimmy dreams of becoming a pro 

footballer. Can he make it with the help of his heroes, all wearers of the 

number seven shirt?  

Pippa Goodhart Finding fortune ~ When Ida's mother dies, she is left in the 

care of her beloved Fa, only it seems that Ida is the one doing most of the 

caring. Her Grandmama, thinking Fa incapable of holding down a job, takes 

charge and plans to send Ida to boarding school. Fa sets out for the Klondike 

to join the gold rush, determined to return rich and prove himself a worthy 

father. What he doesn't realise is Ida is equally determined - she's coming 

with him. The journey that follows is one full with hardship, unforgettable 

sights and experience that will change them forever.  

Tom McLaughlin The accidental prime minister ~ We’ve all thought it: a 

twelve-year-old boy could do an MP’s job at least as 

well as the present lot, probably better. That’s the 

premise in Tom McLaughlin’s debut novel, only 

the twelve-year-old in question – Joe Perkins – 

doesn’t just get to be an MP, he accidentally 

becomes Prime Minister. Promising that where 

there is grumpiness, may he bring giggles and 

where there is jelly, may he bring ice-cream, 

Joe sets out to make the country a happier, 

more relaxed place. It works, at least until his 

scheming deputy puts a spanner in the 

works, or a nail in a bouncy castle to be 

precise…  

the only things standing in the way of the ship's destruction

  

Coco Simon The Cupcake Diaries 5: Katie, Batter Up! ~Katie's 

Cupcake Club friends all have other activities besides making 

cupcakes. Mia and Alexis are on the football team and Emma 

plays the flute. Katie sets out to find her extracurricular niche 

and soon she's dribbling, passing and catching in an effort to 

find the right sport for her.  

Nigel Smith Nathalia Buttface and the most epically embarrassing holiday ever ~ 

Nat’s disasters with her dad return for a second hilarious helping. This time, Dad is 

taking the family on holiday to a farm in the South of France. Nat knows just how 

terrible her dad can be on holiday – and especially in France with his 

embarrassingly non-French way of speaking the language – but maybe things will 

be different!  

Jeremy Strong Cartoon kid zombies! ~Aargh - the school 

inspectors have arrived! There's trouble at school, but Casper 

and his friends have an out-of-this-world secret ...they're all 

superheroes! Masher McNee and his monster zombie mob 

are no match for their extra-special powers in the 

playground. Wham-Bam-Jelly-And-Jam! With a snoring 

zombie giving Casper sleepless nights, and a gruesome 

discovery for show-and-tell, the Cartoon Kid is ready for 

anything - dead or alive! Spluddd!!!Spinng!!!!Boofff!!!!!  

 

Suitable ages 8+  

Matt Brown Compton Valance Super F.A.R.T.s versus the Master of Time ~ Fresh 

from saving the universe, Compton and Bryan are whisked off to the future to 

become trainee Time Crime Agents. But when a notorious criminal mastermind 

escapes from a maximum security prison and kidnaps Bryan, Compton must race 

against time to save his best friend - and the world - from evil...using only a slimy 

sandwich!  

Elen Caldecott Marsh Road Mysteries: Diamonds and Daggers ~ Hollywood 



sensation, Betty Massino, has come to star in the theatre down the road and 

Piotr and his friends Andrew and Minnie couldn't be more excited! But when 

the famous actress's hugely expensive diamond necklace goes missing, Piotr's 

dad, a security guard at the theatre, is a prime suspect. Soon, Piotr faces the 

very real threat of being sent 'home' to Poland. With the help of Sylvie and her 

twin sister Flora, can Piotr, Andrew and Minnie solve the crime or will they lose 

Piotr forever? The first in a fantastic new series filled with friendship, adventure 

and mystery!  

Will Mabbitt The unlikely adventures of Mabel Jones ~ When Mabel Jones 

unknowingly commits 'The Deed' she finds herself swiftly bundled into a sack 

and carried off to the pirate ship the Feroshus Maggot. Crewed by the strangest 

bunch of pirates you would ever want to meet and captained by the dreaded 

Idryss Ebeneezer Split (a wolf with a false leg carved from a human thighbone, a 

rusty cutlass sheathed in his belt and a loaded pistol tucked in his pants with no 

fear of the consequences), the Feroshus Maggot whisks Mabel Jones off on the 

adventure of a lifetime.  

Janis Mackay The accidental time traveller ~ Agatha Black has somehow time-

travelled from 1812 to 2012 and Saul and his friends need to find a way to 

return her home.  Filled with funny misunderstandings due to Agatha's 

confusions and wonder at the modern world. A cleverly written novel which will 

appeal to boys and girls.  

Alex McCall Attack of the giant robot chickens ~ The city of Aberdeen is being 

terrorised by giant robot chickens who want to peck out every last sign of 

human resistance. The streets are empty, the adults have vanished - and those 

left behind are fighting for survival. Jesse and his 

friends are desperate to save their families and stop 

the feathered fiends. They hatch a master plan ...but 

can a gang of kids really defeat an army of angry robot 

chickens?  

Simon Nicholson Young Houdini: The magician's fire ~ 

The world's most famous magician. But before his 

name became legend, who was young Harry Houdini?  

Jon Scieszka Frank Einstein and the antimatter motor 

~ Frank Einstein is a kid genius who loves figuring out 

how the world works by creating household contraptions that are part 

science, part imagination and definitely unusual. After an uneventful 

experiment with a garage-lab artificially intelligent RoboBug, a lightning storm 

and a flash of electricity, Frank's inventions--the robots Klink and Klank--

suddenly come to life.  

David Solomons My brother is a superhero ~ Luke is a comic-mad eleven-year-

old who shares a treehouse with his geeky older brother, Zach. Luke’s only 

mistake is to need a wee right at the wrong moment. While he’s gone, an 

alien gives his undeserving, never-read-a-comic-in-his-life brother 

superpowers, then tells him to save the universe. 

Luke is massively annoyed about this, but when 

Zach is kidnapped by his arch-nemesis, Luke and 

his friends only have five days to find him and 

save the world…  

Suitable ages 9+  

David Almond The boy who swam with piranhas 

~ Stanley Potts’s uncle Ernie has developed an 

over-the-top fascination with canning fish in the 

house, and life at 69 Fish Quay Lane has turned 

barmy. But there’s darkness in the madness, and 

when Uncle Ernie’s obsession takes an 

unexpectedly cruel turn, Stan has no choice but 

to leave. As he journeys away from the life he’s always known, he mingles 

with a carnival full of eccentric characters and meets the legendary Pancho 

Pirelli, the man who swims in a tank full of perilous piranhas. Will Stan be bold 

enough to dive in the churning waters himself and choose his own destiny?  

Emma Carroll The girl who walked on air  ~ Louie, who was abandoned at 

Chipchase's Travelling Circus as a baby, dreams of becoming a 'Showstopper', 

but Mr Chipchase keeps her hidden, tucked away in the ticket booth. No 

Death-Defying Stunts for her. But Louie has been secretly practising her act - 

tightrope-walking - and dreams of being the Girl Who Walked on Air . . . she 

just needs to be given the chance to shine.   

Emma Fischel  Witchworld ~  The witches of Witchworld have no need for old-

fashioned wands or broomsticks, not when they have shiny Spellsticks and 


